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in its essential elements the candle seems to have remained
practically the same until last century.
Right through the middle ages, and indeed until the discovery
of petroleum in largo quantities, candles remained almost the
only method of lighting within the range of people of average
means. The poor man was perforce content with a few lights
of inferior quality. On the altars in the churches and in the
salons of the rich the finest wax candles might be seen, but
chandeliers carrying an immense number had to be used in order
to secure a reasonably bright illumination. Offerings to the
Church in the middle ages very frequently took the form of
elaborate and richly ornamented chandeliers.
Many amusing records are to be found of the esteem in which
only a single candle was formerly held. It was a mark of
nobility to be preceded by a candle in going to bed, and M.
Allemagne relates how when, in 1094, the Dauphin took the
Marquis de Passe prisoner, he considered he was granting quite
an exceptional privilege in allowing him a candle when retiring
for the night! The same author reproduces an old print .showing
Michael Angelo painting feverishly at a masterpiece with a
candle fixed in the brim of his hat.
It must be remembered too that the line wax candle was
only within the means of the rich. For example, the ISvawiny
News recalls the typical hill of the early Victorian inn, which,
" for a gentleman who called himself a gentleman," began with
the item, <c wax-lights, 5/." The poor man was, perforce, content
with the tallow clip.
A writer in The Illurtwwitinfj Engineer has traced the early
struggles of the Guilds of Wax and Tallow Chandlers in England
during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.1 Nicmann and
du Bois mention that Guilds of Canrllemakers were formed in
Hamburg in 1375, and in Paris even as early as I.(MM. In
London the monopoly of cancllemaking originally rested with
the Guild of Wax Chandlers. It is interesting' to observe that
the guild induced the Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of London,
to establish a strict specification for candles in which their
constituents and details of manufacture were minutely described;
anyone manufacturing and selling candles which were out of
accordance therewith was liable to heavy penalties.
A little later, however, we find tins guild struggling
desperately against the introduction of tallow candles, the
1 Ilium. Eny., London, vol. il, 1909, p. 734 ; vol. iii., 1910, p. 13.